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Chaos can never be the One Self-existent, the
true and solo Divinity.

Materialism, then, in these days has usu-
ally recourse to Nihilism, to conceal a little
its own shame. God may perhaps be only
Matter, and Matter may perhaps be the only
God, if the true nature of God and of Mat-
ter is equally inscrutable, and veiled from
us for ever in total darkness. It may then be
affirmed that this alternative is equally possible,
equally probable, with the Christian faith, and
that it can be no duty of ours, when left in total
darkness, to choose between them. If the
Power which the universe manifests be "ut-
terly inscrutable," then it may be trillions of
atoms of hydrogen, with as many of oxygen,
or an ocean filled with jelly-fishes, or an ape or
monkey, or a race of monkeys, or a first man,
or a race of men, or the God whom the Bible
professes, to reveal. But, in the thick darkness
to which the new philosophy condemns us, all
these alternatives are equally possible, and tie
truth remains wholly and for ever unknown.

Now the argument for Theism does nob
require a full and perfect conception, either of
the great Creator, or of the constitution of
matter. It rests on two simple premises, that
" it is impossible to avoid making the asstunp-